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Foreword

Alok Kumar Kanungo
Series Editor, South Asian Archaeology Series
International Series of British Reports

The International Series of British Archaeological Reports, with its 1500 titles to the present time, is
undoubtedly one of the most important places of publication in the discipline of Archaeology. But it is a
pity that works on the archaeology of South Asia have been less represented in the series than their
interest and value deserves.

The archaeological record of South Asia (comprising India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and the
Maldives) is extremely rich. This wealth begins in the Lower Palaeolithic period and includes, for example, the
Harappan Civilization, one of the oldest in the world (covering a very large area and having many unique features --
the most ancient known town planning, its architecture and high standards of civic hygiene, its art, iconography,
paleography, numismatics and international trade). South Asia also has a large number of earlier, contemporary, and
later Neolithic and Chalcolithic cultures. Moreover, what makes South Asia particularly significant for the study of
past human behaviour is the survival of many traditional modes of life, like hunting-gathering, pastoralism, shifting
cultivation, fishing, and fowling, the study of which throws valuable light on the reconstruction of past cultures. In
the region there are a large number of government and semi-government institutions devoted to archaeological
teaching and/or research in archaeology and a large and professionally trained body of researchers.

Of course, a number of universities and other institutions, in the area do have their own publication programmes and
there are also reputed private publishing houses. However, British Archaeological Reports, a series of 30 years
standing, has an international reputation and distribution system. In order to take advantage of the latter — to bring
archaeological researches in South Asia to the notice of scholars in the western academic world — the South Asian
Archaeology Series has been instituted within the International Series of British Archaeological Reports. This series
(which it is hoped to associate with an institution of organization in the area) aims at publishing original research
works of international interest in all branches of archaeology of South Asia.

Those wishing to submit books for inclusion in the South Asian Archaeology Series should contact the South Asian
Archaeology Series Editor, who will mediate with the BAR Editors and publishers of BAR, in Oxford. The subject
has to be appropriate and of the correct academic standard (curriculum vitae are requested and books may be
referred); instructions for formatting will be given, as necessary.

Dr. Alok Kumar Kanungo

Department of Archaeology

Deccan College Post-Graduate & Research Institute
Pune 411006

INDIA

email: alok_kanungo@yahoo.com
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